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DIRECTOR'S STAY AT HOME ORDER 

Re: Director's Order that All Persons Stay at Home Unless Engaged in Essential Work or 
Activity 

I, Amy Acton, MD, MPH, Director of the Ohio Depmtment of Health (ODH), pursuant to the authority 
granted to me in R.C. 3701.13 to "make special orders ... for preventing the spread of contagious or 
infectious diseases" Order the following to prevent the spread of COVID-19 into the State of Ohio: 

1. Stay at home or place of residence. With exceptions as outlined below, all individuals cmTently
living within the State of Ohio are ordered to stay at home or at their place of residence except as
allowed in this Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces when outside
their residence, they must at all times and as much as reasonably possible, maintain social
distancing of at least six feet from any other person, with the exception of family or household
members, consistent with the Social Distancing Requirements set fo1th in this Order. All persons
may leave their homes or place of residence only for Essential Activities, Essential Governmental
Functions, or to pmticipate in Essential Businesses and Operations, all as defined below.

Individuals experiencing homelessness are exempt from this Order, but m·e strongly urged to
obtain shelter, and governmental and other entities are strongly urged to make such shelter
available as soon as possible and to the maximum extent practicable (and to use in their operation
COVID-19 risk mitigation practices recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the Ohio Depmtment of Health (ODH)). This order does not apply to
incarcerated individuals, they are to follow the guidance of the facility in which they are confined.
Individuals whose residences are unsafe or become unsafe, such as victims of domestic violence,
are pe1mitted and urged to leave their home and stay at a safe alternative location. For purposes of
this Order, homes or residences include hotels, motels, shared rental units, shelters, and similar
facilities.

2. Non-essential business and operations must cease. All businesses and operations in the State,
except Essential Businesses and Operations as defined below, are required to cease all activities
within the State except Minimum Basic Operations, as defined below. For clarity, businesses,
including home-based businesses, may also continue operations consisting exclusively of
employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences (i.e., working from home).

All Essential Businesses and Operations are encouraged to remain open. Essential Businesses and
Operations shall comply with Social Distancing Requirements as defined in this Order, including
by maintaining six-foot social distancing for both employees and members of the public at all
times, including, but not limited to, when any customers are standing in line.

3. Prohibited activities. All public and private gatherings of any number of people occuning outside
a single household or living unit are prohibited, except for the limited purposes permitted by this
Order. Any gathering of more than ten people is prohibited unless exempted by this Order. This is
























